CONTINUED PROGRESS  1925 AND  1926
How was this to be explained? The correspondent continued:
"The recent development of Soviet aeronautics was considerably
assisted by intensive propaganda, backed by an abundant distribution
of literature, and this propaganda was, at least in part, financed by the
Soviet Union. In the Ukraine alone thare are 4,662, local associations
with over 360,000 members, each paying a membership fee of 18
roubles.
"The popular movements initiated by the local Soviets in favour of
aviation were accompanied by special Press propaganda for subscrip-
tions for an air fleet, and by the organization in large towns of asso-
ciations, known as Societies of the Friends of Aviation, with branches
in even the most distant country centres."1
"Education" and "technical training" would, we think, be more
apposite words than "propaganda."
Mr. C. J. Ketchum, a Daily Express special correspondent,
was present at the November 7, 1926, celebrations in Moscow.
He cabled:
"The troops, in a drizzle of rain, swept past the saluting base in front
of the massive oaken mausoleum of Lenin in the shadow of the walls
of the Kremlin in Red Square....
"The infantry were followed first by squadrons of cavalry carrying
swords and the small red pennants of the mounted corps, and then by
the artillery, who made a spectacular display as they dashed over the
cobbled square at full gallop.
"It must have been an inspiring sight for the hundreds of thousands
of Communist workers who were admitted to the Red Square, for the
army has improved in efficiency a hundredfold since I witnessed a similar
event two years ago.
"Its completeness and the extent of its equipment to-day is nothing
short of remarkable. Full batteries of heavy calibre howitzers and long-
range guns have been added to its strength in recent months, not to
mention motor-cycle machine gunners, armoured cars, and swift-moving
tanks of the latest design and construction."2
It is hardly necessary to add that the Soviet Government would
1 Morning Post, August 26, 1926.    2 Daily Express, November 8, 1926.
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